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ABSTRACT

State Trunk Highway 26 (STH 26) from Janesville to Watertown is a principal route in south central Wisconsin having national,
state, regional, and local importance. This corridor is part of the National Highway System and is designated as a Connector
highway in Wisconsin’s Corridors 2020 plan. The route has high existing and forecasted traffic volumes including trucks, high
crash rates, and substandard capacity and level of service. The study presented here indicates that 4 —lane divided facility with
limited access characteristics is necessary to address these deficiencies. A preferred alternative has been developed and evaluated
for responsiveness to project need and for social, economic, and environmental impacts. The existing STH 26 corridor is used to
the extent practical with an eastern bypass at Milton, and western bypasses at Jefferson and Watertown to provide travel
characteristics of an effective state highway/regional travel corridor, to maintain a consistent highway speed, and to minimize
relocations and other environmental impacts, Primary impacts include agricultural land acquisition and severances, effects on
four archaeological sites, wetlands, and residential and business relocations.



NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT STATEMENT

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 USC 4321-4347, became effective January 1, 1970. This
law requires that all federal agencies have prepared for every recommendation or report on proposals for
legislation and other major federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment, a
detailed statement (now called an Environmental Impact Statement or EIS). The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) is, therefore, required to have prepared an EIS on proposals that are funded under its
authority if the proposal is determined to be a major action significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment.

EISs are required for many transportation projects, as outlined in NEPA. The processing of an EIS is done in
two stages. Draft EISs are first written and forwarded for review and comment to federal, state, and local
agencies with jurisdiction by law or special expertise and are made available to the public. This availability to
the public must occur at least 15 days before the public hearing and no later than the time of the first public
hearing notice or notice of opportunity. After this period has elapsed, preparation can begin on a Final EIS.

Final EISs are prepared to reflect the distribution of the draft statement by including the following:

1. Basic content of the draft statement, as amended, due to internal agency comments, editing, additional
alternatives being considered, and changes due to the time lag between the Draft and Final EIS.

For this FEIS virtually all of the DEIS is reprinted. Significant or substantive new material and changes to
tables are presented in gray overstrike. New language required for the Final EIS such as the “Preferred
Alternative” in the summary is indicated with a sidebar (as illustrated in the right-hand margin). Minor
corrections in grammar, syntax, etc., have been made without such highlighting.

2.  Summary of public hearing environmental comments.

3.  Summary of comments received on the Draft Statement.

4. Evaluation and disposition of each substantive comment.

A Record of Decision cannot be completed and signed sooner than 90 days after circulation of the Draft
Statement to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 30 days after submission of the Final Statement to
the EPA.

Both the Draft and Final EIS are full disclosure documents, which provide a full description of the proposed
project, the existing environment, and an analysis of the anticipated beneficial and/or adverse environmental

effects.

Names and addresses of those individuals to contact for additional information, or to provide written comments
to, are indicated on the title sheet.
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